
America Becomes a World Power  

Task: You will be creating a PowerPoint presentation on emergence of America as a world power, the 

creation of an empire, and US participation in WWI.  IT MUST BE SUBMITTED VIA MICROSOFT 

OFFICE 365, GOOGLE SLIDES or E-MAIL!!! 

Directions:  

A. Each slide should contain the following info [you may do more than 1 slide for each if you want] … 

o A definition and explanation of any key term/event/action (s) 

o Contextualization - Explain how the term/event/action “fits in” with topic 

o A visual (picture, cartoon, chart, graph, etc.) 

B. Creativity is strongly encouraged and explaining concepts in your own words, as opposed to COPY AND 

PASTE, will be rewarded!! 

C. The questions for each slide are meant as a guide, especially if “contextualization” is difficult for you. 

D. You may use the internet, the High School Library Virtual Reference Collection, or any textbooks (hard 

copy or digital) that you may have access to 

E. When you submit it, title it YourName-America Becomes a World Power 

Slides: 

1. Title Page – name of assignment and your name...picture of how you are battling the quarantine? 

2. Reasons for Imperialism – why did the United States want to acquire an empire? 

• How did the explosive industrialization of the Gilded Age lead to a desire for colonies? 

• How did social Darwinism fuel the desire for and acquisition of colonies? 

• Who was Alfred T. Mahan?  What was the name of his book?  What was his key argument? 

3. Colonial Possessions Through 1900 – name at least 2 territories outside of the contiguous US that 

were acquired during the 19th century – include a date and reason for acquisition for each 

4. Causes of the Spanish-American War (1898) 

• What is Yellow Journalism?  Who were the key players? 

• What happened with the USS Maine in Havana harbor? 

• How did the DeLome letter contribute to the onset of the War? 

5. Effects of the Spanish-American War – Treaty of Paris 

• Which territories did the US acquire? 

• What is the Platt Amendment? 

• How did the rest of the world view the US now? 

6. Imperialism in China 

• What were the Hay Letters? 

• What was the purpose of the Open Door Policy? 

7. The Great White Fleet – What was it?  Why was it significant?  Which leader ordered its journey? 

8. The Panama Canal – how much distance did it reduce the trip between the Atlantic and Pacific by? 

• How did it benefit trade and the military? 

9. Teddy Roosevelt and Latin America 

• Explain the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine. 

• Explain TR’s “Big Stick policy.” [lots of great cartoons are out there] 

10. Causes of US Involvement in WWI 

• Why did the US tend to have sympathy for Britain and France? [think government] 

• Why did the sinking of the Lusitania enrage so many Americans? 

• Explain the significance of the Zimmermann Note 

11. WWI – The Homefront 

• How did the contributions of women during WWI lead to the passage of the 19th Amendment? 
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•  Explain how the Supreme Court Case Schenck vs. US (1919) limited civil liberties (you can’t 

say “fire” in a crowded theatre or “bomb” on a plane...) 

12. WWI – The Homefront  

• find 4 US government propaganda posters from WWI and include them on this slide 

• try to make them from different aspects of society – ex. Anti-German, conserving resources, war 
bonds, enlistment, how women can contribute 

13. The End of the War 

• How did the Allies treat Germany in the Treaty of Versailles? 

• Wilson had a plan for peace called the 14 Points – list 4 of them 

• The League of Nations was the only one of Wilson’s 14 Points that the rest of the nations 
accepted (even though the US ultimately failed to join!)...What was the League of Nations and 

why was it significant? 

Due Date: TBD 


